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placed on a right footing in regard to their lives
and means of living. That is what I am paid for,
and I would really give my life." So they sat talking
politics and history in the autumn of 1909;' and
Mr. Churchill spoke with warm admiration of an
Indian who had recently been executed for a political
assassination, and of Lloyd George and Asquith, and
with some distaste of Balfour. His talk flowed
freely, though he did not tell them much about the
German manoeuvres, from which he had just returned.
This time the operations bore more relation to reality,
and the Kaiser was not so talkative, although he was
facetious about the Budget, and taxed the British
Government with a plan for attacking Germany by
way of Borkum.

That autumn politics rose to a crescendo* with the
Lords challenging the Budget and Liberals threaten-
ing the Lords. There was to be a General Election
in the first weeks of 1910, and Mr. Churchill's guests
at lunch were entertained with his opinions (he was
quite prepared to grant Home Rule and nationalize
the railways) except for a domestic interlude, when
his baby was brought in with the coffee. She had
once been the subject of a conversation on the
Treasury Bench.

" Is she a pretty child ? " asked Mr. Lloyd George.

Her father beamed. " The prettiest child ever
seen,'* he replied.

** Like her mother, I suppose ? " enquired Lloyd
George politely.

"No," answered Winston Churchill solemnly,
*c she is exactly like me."
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